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Barr ordered removal of protesters 


Biden decries 

‘Trump's show 
of force, vows 
to heal, unite 


BY ANNIE LINSKEY, 
MATT VISER 
AND SEAN SULLIVAN 


Former vice president Joe 
Biden promised Tuesday to se- 
cure the nation’s unmet promis- 
es to minority Americans, draw- 
ing a sustained contrast with 
President Trump as he vowed 
not to “traffic in fear and divi- 
sion” and “fan the flames of 
hate.” 

Biden, the presumptive Dem- 
ocratic presidential nominee, 
sought with the somber pageant- 
ry of a flag-draped background 
and echoes of past American 
leaders to distinguish himself 
from the divisive presence of 
Trump, whose administration 
Monday night roughed up and 
pushed back peaceful protesters 
on a street one block from the 
White House. Trump then 
crossed the newly cleared path to 
pose with a Bible in front of a 
historic church. 

“We can be forgiven for believ- 
ing that the president is more 
interested in power than in prin- 
ciple? Biden said. Trump is 
“more interested in serving the 
passions of his base than the 
needs of the people in his care.” 

“TIl do my job, and I will take 
responsibility. Iwon’t blame oth- 
ers,” Biden said, adding, “P1 seek 
to heal the racial wounds that 
have long plagued this country 
— not use them for political 
gain.” 

Biden announced one major 
new proposal — a ban on police 
chokeholds — and reiterated 
many of the plans he had re- 
leased earlier in the campaign. 
He also promised to tackle larger 
themes and lay out more robust 
policies on systemic racism and 
the country’s pain in the coming 
weeks. 

But much of his approach 
rested on familiarity and empa- 
thy. For days, as the nation has 
convulsed with protests and oc- 

SEE BIDEN ON A7 


Concerned: To ex-ClA analysts, 
this scene is all too familiar. ALO 


Unrest: U.S. military leaders told 
to keep quiet on Floyd death. A12 
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MATT MCCLAIN/THE WASHINGTON POST 


Autumn Sacred, top left, and Parisa Pirooz, top left center, gather with fellow demonstrators near the White House on Tuesday. A day after 
protesters were forcefully driven from Lafayette Square, thousands returned. Some chanted at police in the now fenced-off square. Tuesday’s 
protests in the city were largely peaceful, but an expanded federal law enforcement presence used force at some turbulent gatherings. 


With photo ops, president again 
deploys religion as a political tool 


BY TOLUSE OLORUNNIPA 
AND SARAH PULLIAM BAILEY 


Standing in front of the his- 
toric St. John’s Episcopal 
Church as the scent of a chemi- 
cal irritant hung in the air, 
President Trump had no words 
to share Monday from the book 
in his right hand. 

Instead, he posed silently for 
photos, holding a closed Bible 
slightly above his head as re- 
porters shouted questions at 
him. The spectacle, which took 
place after authorities forcibly 
removed seemingly peaceful 
protesters from an area near the 
White House, highlighted 
Trump’s complex and at times 
openly transactional relation- 


ship with religion. 

Trump, who rarely goes to 
church and has attended servic- 
es at St. John’s only a handful of 
times since he became president 
in 2017, used the church as a 
backdrop for a photo op that 
critics say defies the faith he 
claims. The White House quick- 
ly released a video of the visit in 
the style of a campaign ad, and 
Trump’s allies praised him for 
standing up for faith a day after 
part of the 200-year-old church 
was set ablaze during protests. 

But several religious leaders, 
including the Episcopal bishop 
of Washington, as well as Demo- 
crats and some Republicans 
voiced their dismay about the 

SEE TRUMP ON A8 


In D.C., aggressive clearing of 
park sparks largest turnout yet 


BY MICHAEL S. ROSENWALD, 
RACHEL CHASON, 
Marissa J. LANG 
AND PERRY STEIN 


As many as 2,000 demonstra- 
tors descended on Washington 
on Tuesday, the largest and most 
boisterous crowd to gather in the 
nation’s capital during five 
straight days of protests over 
George Floyd’s death in Minneap- 
olis police custody. 

Banging on fences erected 
near the White House and march- 
ing through the city to the U.S. 
Capitol, the largely peaceful pro- 
testers included high schoolers 
and stay-at-home moms, young 
parents and toddlers, elderly cou- 
ples and large families. Sen. Eliza- 


beth Warren (D-Mass.) spoke 
with protesters, joined by her 
husband, Bruce Mann, and her 
golden retriever, Bailey. 

But tensions also flared at mul- 
tiple flash points during the day, 
as protesters faced an even larger 
contingent of federal law enforce- 
ment authorities than on Mon- 
day. Some turbulent gatherings 
Tuesday were hit with pepper 
spray and other shows of force as 
armored vehicles blocked city 
streets. 

As the 7 p.m. curfew passed, 
protesters remained peaceful, and 
authorities did not take any action. 
Butby nightfall, many families had 
left and the crowd had thinned toa 
much younger group. 

SEE REGION ON All 


FORCE USED BEFORE 
TRUMP CHURCH VISIT 


Explanations for action 
Monday are mixed 


BY CAROL D. LEONNIG, 
MATT ZAPOTOSKyY, 
JOSH DAWSEY 
AND REBECCA TAN 


Attorney General William P. 
Barr personally ordered law en- 
forcement officials to clear the 
streets around Lafayette Square 
just before President Trump spoke 
Monday, a Justice Department of- 
ficial said, a directive that prompt- 
ed a show of aggression against a 
crowd of largely peaceful protest- 
ers, drawing widespread condem- 
nation. 

The forceful effort to squelch 
the demonstration came as Trump 
has sought to flex the federal gov- 
ernment’s muscles in responsetoa 
wave of unrest across the country, 
filling the streets in the District 
with federal law enforcement offi- 
cers from multiple agencies. 

On Tuesday, city officials said 
the White House had pushed to 
take control of the D.C. police force 
to quell protests, an effort that 
Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) said 
she rejected. Still, by Tuesday eve- 
ning, National Guard Humvees 
were streaming through down- 
town as officers from the Drug 
Enforcement Administration, the 
Department of Homeland Securi- 
ty and the U.S. Park Police were 
positioned throughout the capital. 

Bowser said that she had not 
requested any help from outside 
the city and that she has sought to 
fend off Trump’s attempts to de- 
ploy active-duty military forces 
throughout Washington. 

The president — furious about 
criticism that he has not done 
enough to stop the protests and 
violence that followed the death of 
George Floyd in Minneapolis — 
told senior advisers Monday that 
they had to show they could con- 
trol the streets of Washington and 
the area around the White House, 
according to two people familiar 
with his comments who, like oth- 
ers, spoke on the condition of ano- 
nymity to describe private conver- 

SEE PROTESTS ON A6 


Protests: Across country, more 
demonstrations fill streets. A9 


Louisville: Another black man’s 
death further roiled the city. A13 


WES UNSELD 1946-2020 


Hall of Famer was instrumental 
in Washington's only NBA title 


BY DAVE SHEININ 


Wes Unseld’s calling card dur- 
ing a Hall of Fame career in the 
National Basketball Association 
was not a majestic jump shot or a 
slick crossover dribble or a thun- 
derous dunk — it was the precise, 
bone-crushing picks he set on 
opposing defenders, inevitably 
freeing up one of his teammates 
to score. His impact was mea- 
sured less in points and rebounds 
than in bruises. 

“I don’t know of anybody who 
ever set a meaner screen,” former 
shooting guard Doug Collins of 
the rival Philadelphia 76ers once 
said. 

Mr. Unseld, who died Tuesday 
at 74, was the most important 
figure in the history of the fran- 
chise that morphed from the 
Baltimore Bullets to the Wash- 
ington Bullets to the Washington 
Wizards. The cause was compli- 
cations from pneumonia, the 
team announced. No other de- 
tails were immediately available. 

Mr. Unseld’s name is virtually 
synonymous with the Bullets. As 
an undersized but legendarily 
tenacious center, he was the 

SEE UNSELD ON A24 


THE WASHINGTON POST 


Wes Unseld led the Bullets to the NBA championship in 1978 
and later served as the team’s coach and general manager. 


New deaths in 
the U.S., by day 


As of 8 p.m. 


1,042 


Cumulative 
deaths 


104,898 


1,500 


7-day 
average 
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More coverage 


Colombia evictions: Homes of 
poor razed during lockdown. A16 


None in Nunavut: Canadian 
territory reports zero cases. A17 


Standoff: Unrest intensifies clash 
over unemployment aid. A20 


Data study: Overall U.S. toll likely 
topped 100,000 weeks ago. A25 


Survey: About 7 in 10 Americans 
would get a vaccine, poll finds. A26 


A close family struggles 
with coronavirus risks 


Amid conflicting advice, 
mother and daughters 
disagree on contact 


BY ARELIS R. HERNANDEZ 


Marisela Martinez, a 68-year- 
old cancer survivor, has barely 
left the house for months, terri- 
fied she will contract the corona- 
virus. She agreed to help her 
daughter with child care after 
schools closed but is scared to 
see her grandchildren. 

Her daughter, Veronica Olivo, 
needs the help. The 42-year-old 
works long hours at a grocery 
store and yearns for time alone. 
Her children, who are 7 and 9, 
are struggling with being cooped 
up and miss their friends. Olivo 
knows she has to be careful, but 
her mother’s worries gnaw at her. 
Fear, Olivo thinks, is a poor 
excuse to stop living life to its 
fullest. 

When Martinez learned that 
the children had a sleepover with 
a companionship-starved friend, 
she grew upset and washed their 
hands with bleach diluted in 
water. Olivo felt her kids had 


been isolated too long and need- 
ed a break. 

“The news is making you cra- 
zy, Mom,” Olivo said. 

In the absence of overarching 
national guidance, Martinez, her 
daughters and millions of others 
are grappling with their own 
calculations on how to live with 
the coronavirus. Faced with con- 
flicting advice from federal, state 
and local authorities as stay-at- 
home orders end and the U.S. 
death toll passes 100,000, Ameri- 
cans must now decide individu- 
ally which risks are acceptable or 
reckless as the virus persists, 
businesses open and people 
crave human interaction. 

Martinez’s family, like count- 
less others around the country, is 
suspended in a state of uncer- 
tainty. They are unsure about 
how to safely live their lives, 
whose guidance to trust and how 
to make decisions about things 
that, three months ago, would 
not have warranted a second 
thought, such as a child’s play 
date or meeting a friend for 
dinner. 

“I am absolutely confused,” 
said Carlee Gonzales, the young- 
est of Martinez’s three daugh- 
ters. “We are getting so many 

SEE RISKS ON A23 


IN THE NEWS 


Maryland voting In a primary meant to have 
little in-person voting, long lines kept voters 
at polls well after their scheduled close. B1 


from North Carolina. A2 


GOP officials are look- | Inline at the polls, 
ing to shift the bulk of some D.C. primary vot- 
the convention away ers said they did not re- 


ceive a mail-in ballot. B1 


FOOD 


How solo cooks 
are getting by 
One-person households 


share tips for eating well, 
alone in the chaos. E1 
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